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Coastal Boxing

Monday & Wednesday
6.00pm at the

Pungarehu Hall
Welcoming

 new Members!

Go Brent!

To our Dad
We are so proud

of you.  You always
encourage us to try

our best.
We thank you, you

are awesome!
Love from Ari, Eden,

Kobe and Tobias

BOOK WITH BELINDA 
for Functions and Parties. Contact

761 7115, 027 935 6191,
soul4kitchen@yahoo.co.nz

Coastal Rumble bring it on!

Soul Kitchen
in Sandfords Event Centre

ELECTRICAL
OPUNAKE

Generators Pto + Diesel Sets
All Cowshed Wiring
Farm Control Systems
Domestic Wiring
Electrical Inspections

No job too big or too small

Wiring the Coast - 20 years experience

Ph: Craig on 027 207 7775

Supporting our fighter
James Crofskey

Lallemand NZ is
proud to support

Tony Milham

Forage Supplement
Lallemand NZ is
proud to support

Tony Milham

Promote your business or event

Ph/Fax: 06 761 7016 - 23 Napier Street, Opunake
or e-mail us: ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

OPUNAKE & COASTAL

NEWS

WANT TO DO BUSINESS IN OUR AREA?
Opunake and Coastal News
is distributed free to every

home & business within the
rural area, bounded in the

north by the New Plymouth
city border, extending east

to Egmont Village and around
to the edge of Stratford, south

to Hawera city border and
inland to Kaponga & Eltham.

We want to be involved with your
business.  Call today and discuss
your marketing options with us.

in our area, call us on:

Talk to us
today!

James Langton is in no 
doubt about the challenge 
he is facing. “The NZBF 
had been hinting that I was 
getting close for a title shot. 
I was told that if I beat Eden 
McGrath (he did) I would 
be given a NZ title shot.”
 After a unspectacular start 
to his professional boxing 
career Monty Filimaea was 
taken over by David Tua and 

 Monty Filimaea creditis 
boxing with changing his life.
“Before I took up boxing,  I 
was a pretty heavy drinker and 
I was on the wrong side of life. 
Boxing has made me see the 
positive side of life,” he said.
Now he trains every day 
except Sunday, which is 
dedicated to attending church.
He started boxing in 2010. He 
bypassed the usual amateur 
apprenticeship. After only 
three corporate fi ghts he turned 
pro. Wanting to start at the top, 
he took on the top fi ghters in 

James Langton  Monty Filimaea
then proceeded to win seven 
fi ghts in a row, culminating 
in his winning the NZ title.
“It’s going to be one hell 
of a fight between two 
guys  i n  t he i r  p r ime . ”
James conceded, “Monty 
gets all the best sparring 
in Auckland, but I  can 
overcome that. I’ll have 
plenty of training and make 
sure I’m incredibly fit and 
I’ll do as much sparring 
with Sam Rapira as I can.”
 James wants to thank his 
sponsors and is keen for 
the community to “get 
behind” the event, which 
is “not just about me.”

James concludes, “This 
w i l l  b e  t h e  b i g g e s t 
spor t ing event  held  in 
Opunake, without a doubt.”

the country, and ended up 
losing his fi rst six pro fi ghts.
Then along came manager 
D a v i d  T u a ,  w h o  h e 
c r e d i t s  f o r  c h a n g i n g 
his attitudes to boxing.
“He’s been a big infl uence 
and very inspiring. Before 
I started with David Tua, 
I’d normally try to knock 
my opponent out. But since 
then,  I’ve been getting 
into a good mindset about 
thinking out a game plan 
and being smart, but if the 
opportunity for a knockout 
comes up, I will take it.”
Monty  has been cruiserweight 
champion  s ince  2013 .
He’s not sure of exactly what 
to expect from James Langton.

“I don’t know much about 
h im,  excep t  t ha t  he ’ s 
coming to win and to fi ght, 
and that’s a positive thing. 
I’m expecting a good fi ght 
from James and I’m looking 
forward to it. You never 
underestimate anyone from a 
farm. They are hard people.”

 Since turning pro in 2013, 
Sam Rapira has done a lot in 
his boxing career. In April he 
lifted the IBO Asia Pacifi c 
light heavyweight title. He has 
been a good friend to boxing 
in Taranaki through bringing 
some top level boxing to 
the province, and the fight 
nights he has organised. Yet 
when he gets into the ring 
on June 26 , there will be 
only one thing on his mind.

“I’m going to be fighting 
how I want to fight, so all 

Sam Rapira
I’ll be thinking about is Sam 
Loli and beating him on the 
night,’ he said. “Then I will 
move on to the next thing.”

P r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h i s 
f i g h t  h a s  i n v o l v e d 
s tudying his  opponent .

“I’ve seen him fight on 
the undercard when Joseph 
Parker fought Brian Minto. 
He hasn’t lost a fight yet. 
He’s quite fast and moves 
ra l ly  we l l .  He’s  qu i t e 
scientifi c, while I feel I’m a 
bit more aggressive. He’ll 
be looking to frustrate me.

“I think I’ve got some 
idea of how he moves and 
how to approach this fi ght. 
I just feel my skills and my 
experience are going to 
be too much for this guy.”

The Rumble is something 
he is looking forward to.

“I’m excited about fi ghting 
in Opunake and giving 
the locals a good show.”

 Sam Loli has been a pro since 
2014 and hasn’t lost a fi ght. 
On June 26 the Aucklander 
will take on Sam Rapira in 
this year’s Coastal Rumble.
Now aged 23, he has been 
boxing since he was 19, 
and went to fighting pro 
without having much of an 
amateur record behind him.

 Sam Loli
 Sam went on to beat 
Jake Paul, boxing on the 
undercard in the Joseph 
Parker-Brian Minto fight, 
winning on a points decision.
“That was big for me,” he said.
He rates his next opponent, 
and is looking forward to 
taking part in the Rumble.
“I’ve seen him on TV now 
and then. He’s a solid guy 
and I would rate him as one 
of the best in New Zealand.”
Also, like his opponent, 
h i s  i m m e d i a t e  f o c u s 
i s  o n  t h i s  f i g h t .
“I want to see how this 
fight goes first,” he said.

 Title fi ght
 comes to Opunake 

There is a special sporting oc-
casion coming up on June 26. 
There will be a challenge for 
the NZ Cruiserweight boxing 
title (NZ Boxing Federation) 
between champion Monty 
Filimaea and the challenger 
James Langton of Opunake. 
This will be one fi ght of 
many, at a night of boxing 
to be held at the Sandfords 
Event Centre, – with the pro-
gramme starting at 7pm. “I’m 
really quite confi dent that 
I can win this fi ght,” com-
ments James.
  Monty, who comes from 
Auckland, is trained and 
managed by David Tua, 

the Olympic medallist 
and former world ranked 
Heavyweight boxer. James 
expects David Tua to ac-
company his boxer so that 
will be an added attraction.
On the undercard to the ti-
tle fi ght will feature Sam 
Rapira, who holds the Asia 
Pacifi c Light Heavyweight 
crown, which he won in 
April of this year. He will 
be up against Sam Loli.
A third professional bout 
will see Daniel Maxwell 
fi ght it out with Kieran Toa.
Apart from the three profes-
sional fi ghts, there will also 
be fi ve Corporate bouts.
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To James

Congratulations on
your title shot.
We love you

From
Kelly, Shamus, Ellie,
Celeste & Anneliese

To all the fighters
Thank you for being part

of the Coastal Rumble
Enjoy the night.

Kelly and James

All the best Batman!

Check our facebook page DMAN Entertainment

Good luck Brent
Go hard, you have

alot of support
behind you.

From
Deb, Meisha, Laine,

Nicole and Jacob.

From
Andy & Debi
Troy, Beate,

Kallum
and Seonaid

Good luck Shane
Give it heaps

We’ll all be cheering for
you from the deep south.

GO HARD UNCLE JAMES
GO THE BATMAN

Love the Schrader family

Philip Drought
 In  12  months ,  Ph i l ip 

Drought lost 40kgs, going 
from 130kgs down to 90kgs.
“I lost half that weight 

through boxfi t training, so 
I thought I’d reward myself 
with a crack at a fi ght,” he said.
As a result he will be 

entering the ring against 
Brent Davies in this year’s 
Coastal Rumble. Like several 

others taking part it will be 
a new experience for him.
He has been to six fi ght nights, 

and particularly enjoyed 
going to this year’s  Golden 
Gloves North Island amateur 
boxing championships .
 “ I  have  never  boxed 

before in my life,” he said.
He has been box fi t training 

for the last six months and 

doing boxing training 
for the last six weeks.
“I’ll carry on in some shape 

or form with the boxing, but 
this will be the only fi ght 
I will ever do,” he said. 
He said he doesn’t know 

much about his opponent, 
and doesn’t know what 
to expect on the night.
“ W h a t e v e r  h a p p e n s 

h a p p e n s , ”  h e  s a i d .

Shane Lark
Shane Lark said he had 
never done any boxing or 
followed it to any great 
extent, but did enjoy last 
year’s Coastal Rumble.
“I enjoyed that. It was 
quite good to watch, so 
when James asked me, I 
thought I would give it a 

whirl and see how I got on.” 
Since then he has been 
training away at Coastal 
Boxing, while carrying 
on with his own fitness 
training, including running.
He  does  howeve r  s ee 
some problems with his 
buildup to the Rumble.

 “I’ve cut out a lot of sugars. 
I’ve got young kids, so it’s 
hard to make different types 
of meals. I’m dropping a 
lot of the rubbish, so the 
kids aren’t getting it either.”
Shane said he isn’t sure how he 
will go in the ring on June 26 .
“I don’t know a lot about 
James(Crofskey). I’ll give it 
all I got and see what happens.”

Tony Milham
 With only a short time to 
prepare for the Coastal 
Rumble, Tony Milham 
was advised against taking 
part, but agreed to put his 
hand up, and will enter 
the ring against Nigel 
Corbett, who he says he 
has known for a long time.
“This takes me right out 
of my comfort zone. I 
have never done contact 
sports before,” he said.
“I am doing this at short 
notice with only 12days 

to be fight ready and my 
trainer Colin Smith would 
normally not allow this to 
happen, but he understands 
my determinat ion and 
commitment to leading 
a healthy and active live, 
and is doing this to protect 
me rather than let me go 
into the ring with only 
my fitness behind me.”
Tony has, however, been 
doing kickboxing training 
to get in shape for iron man 
events.. He has competed in 

the New Zealand Iron Man  
at Taupo, as well as half  
Iron Mans in Taupo, New 
Plymouth and Tauranga. 
He has run 10 marathons 
in three years,  and  done 
a number of events like 
running from Midhirst to 
Whangamomona to raise 
funds for various causes.
This time round, he will 
be raising funds for  the 
Koru kindergarten and 
teen unit at Stratford.
“I’ve just added this to 
my bucket list. If you’re 
healthy and active, there’s 
nothing you can’t achieve, 

if you’re inspired to do so. 
You just have to take the 
opportunities as they arise.”

 When Dan Smith goes 
into ring against Rhys 
Izett on July 26 it will 
be mate against  mate. 
“I was sparring with Rhys at 

the Box Offi ce gym in New 
Plymouth. His opponents 
kept pulling out, so as a 
joke I said I’ll fight you, 
so here I am,” he said.
He has boxed before, but 

this will be his first time 

Dan Smith
boxing  in New Zealand. 
He hails from Cornwall 
where he grew up on a farm.
“ I t ’ s  qu i t e  s imi la r  in 

scenery and cul ture  to 
Taranaki, and not like the 
rest of England,” he said.
Dan has taken part in boxing 

and MMA in England and 
Thailand. He has competed 
in boxing for the last two 
years, and in combat sports 

in general for the last three.
His  last  boxing bout 

was  in  England back 
in  October  before  he 
came to New Zealand. 
“I love the feel of being 

in the ring, the rush, it’s 
awesome,” he said. “The 
training’s going quite 
well, but anything can 
happen on the night.”
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 Danny Fonohema’s sporting 
interests tend to focus more 
around rugby, but on June 26, 
he will enter the ring to take 
on Brook Smith in this year’s 
Coastal Rumble.

“It’s something different 

 Danny Fonohema
apart from rugby,” he said. 

This will be his fi rst crack at 
boxing, or any other type of 
martial sport, although he has 
been to fight nights at New 
Plymouth and Waitara.

He said he has been training 

in freestyle fi tness since last 
year, and his trainer had sug-
gested  he have a crack at the 
Coastal Rumble. 

Danny said he doesn’t 
know anything about his 
opponent or what to expect.

 Kieron Toa
 In 1998, Kieron Toa lost his 
bout in the New Zealand 
trials for the Oceania Games 
on a majority decision. That 
was the last time he has 
boxed, until he enters the 
ring for his first pro fight 
against Daniel Maxwell in the 
Coastal Rumble on June 26. 
Before then he had a strong 
career as an amateur, but one 
thing always eluded him.
“I had knocked over a lot of 

New Zealand champions, 
but when it came to the 
New Zealand nationals, 
I  was quite unlucky to 
not get a title,” he said.
In the buildup to this fi ght, 
he has been training in 
different gyms under the 
likes of Malcolm Nichol from 
Palmerston North, and Steve 
Hartley, who has also been 
coaching James Langton.
“Steve has a real wealth of 

knowledge and brings a lot 
to the game as well,” he said.
Kieron respects his opponent.
“He has been boxing for 
a while and has a bit of 
experience with over 30 
fights against some of the 
top fi ghters in Oceania.  It’s 
not something I want to 
do to fight someone from 
my own home town for 
my first professional fight, 
but that’s the way it goes.

“I’ve got a traits and skills of 
my own, and his weaker points 
are probably my stronger 
ones. I’ve got a bit of power 
and a lot of determination.”


